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I am proud to say that the Abbott 
Coalition Government is honouring 
its commitment to build the roads 

of the 21st century in Western Sydney, 
working with the NSW Government to 
deliver a $3.6 billion investment. 

We have consulted closely with 
stakeholders from the local government, 
business, tourism, education and health 
sectors in formulating this package 
which will cut travel times and create 
thousands of jobs. 

Construction has begun on these 
projects, with Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott, Premier Mike Baird, and 
Treasurer Joe Hockey (pictured), turning 
the first sod on the $1.6 billion upgrade 
of the Northern Road, between Narellan 
Road and the M4 Motorway - a key 
link that will support the new Western 
Sydney employment zone and airport.

Other key projects include a new 
motorway from the M7 to the Northern 
and Bringelly Roads and a $200 million 
package for local road upgrades. 

See page 4 for more information on 
our plans to improve infrastructure and 
create jobs in Western Sydney.

ROADS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
IN WESTERN SYDNEY
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With NSW voters placing their faith in Mike Baird 
and his Liberal-National Coalition Government’s 
ambitious economic reform agenda, including 

the joint Commonwealth-State roads investment, they are also 
supporting our plans for the future. Over the last four years, 
the Liberal-National Coalition Government has turned NSW 

BAIRD RE-ELECTION PROVIDES 
CERTAINTY FOR WESTERN SYDNEY 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT

KNOWLEDGE JOBS OF THE FUTURE 
IN WESTERN SYDNEY
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From The Daily Telegraph, 26 February 2015

Premier the Hon. Mike Baird MP,  with recently re-elected State Member for Penrith, the Hon. Stuart Ayres MP, and 
State Member for Ryde, the Hon. Victor Dominello MP, at UWS Penrith Campus during the successful campaign in March

Our record infrastructure investment is part of a 
coordinated plan to deliver the knowledge jobs 
of the future to Western Sydney. 

The Western Sydney airport will be part of a business 
park that is expected to create around 57,000 jobs over the 
next 30 years and a total of 212,000 jobs when the precinct 
is fully developed from the mid-2040s onward, in addition 
to the increasing employment at the airport.

I have strongly advocated for large corporates to base 
their headquarters in our city hubs like Penrith, Blacktown 
and Campbelltown to take advantage of their strategic 
positioning near the airport and business park.

I outlined these plans in a keynote address to the 
Developing Greater Western Sydney forum at the Novotel 
Hotel Parramatta: http://www.marisepayne.com/content/
business-jobs-and-rail-keys-developing-greater-western-
sydney.  I will also continue lobbying my federal colleagues 
to push the NSW Government to require companies 
contracted to build the airport and associated infrastructure 
to commit to employment for Western Sydney workers.

into Australia’s number one economy, with Western Sydney 
playing a key role in this transformation. 

I look forward to continuing to work with the NSW 
Government to progress the rollout of the Commonwealth-
State roads investment, along with other key projects                   
like the WestConnex Motorway and North West Rail Link. 



I was delighted to open new myGov shopfronts in 
Sydney and Brisbane in recent months, as we ramp up 
our campaign to make it easier for customers to access 

government services. 
The new shopfronts in Martin Place, Sydney and Suncorp 

Plaza, Brisbane, bring together the Department of Human 
Services and the Australian Taxation Office, helping people 
self-manage their government business by utilising digital 
services and support staff. 

The centres offer a mobile apps bar, self-service computers 
and a dedicated learning hub to help people create a myGov 
account. 

myGov is an online service that provides over six 
million active users with secure digital access to a range 
of government agencies including Medicare, Centrelink, 
ATO, Child Support and Veterans’ Affairs, through a single 
username and password.

We will continue our efforts to connect Australians to 
government services online, whilst still offering face-to-face 
assistance for those who need it.
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MYGOV TRANSFORMS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE IN 

MAJOR CAPITALS

GROUNDBREAKING 
EMPLOYMENT MODEL FOR 

PEOPLE WITH AUTISM

In an Australian first, 11 people with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) have begun traineeships designed to 
harness their unique abilities at the Department of Human 

Services ICT Hub in Adelaide. 

My department, in conjunction with Specialist People 
Foundation and HP Australia, created this initiative to provide 
skilled jobs for people with ASD through the ‘Dandelion’ 
programme. 

We are excited to bring this opportunity to Adelaide and 
our ICT Hub is the perfect workplace to engage the trainees 
whose precise attention to detail and ability to systematically 
process information are well suited to working in an ICT testing 
environment. 

The name of the program is derived from the Dandelion 
logo for the Specialist People Foundation, whose aim is to shift 
the focus from disability to ability and harnessing the skills of 
people with ASD.

With local elder Aunty Carol Currie, Federal Member for Brisbane, 
Teresa Gambaro MP and Agnes Whiten at the opening of the 

Brisbane myGov shopfront

At the launch of the autism traineeship program at the 
Adelaide ICT Hub with President of Specialist People Foundation, 

Thorkil Sonne (left) and Deputy Head of Mission, 
Royal Danish Embassy, Ole Neustrup (right)

COALITION IT REBOOT TO DRIVE 
WELFORM REFORM

I was proud to announce that 
the Coalition Government will 
replace the Department of Human 
Services’ ageing  welfare payment 
IT system with a modern platform. 

In April, I joined Social Services 
Minister Scott Morrison in 
announcing an important long-term 
investment of $1 billion to maximise 
the benefits of e-government, 
reduce administration costs for 
taxpayers and crack down on 
welfare cheats. 

Under this year’s Budget, 
the Government will invest an 
initial $60 million to kick-start the 
Welfare Payment Infrastructure 

Transformation (WPIT) to replace 
the current 1980s technology 
which was built for an era of paper 
records. 

Investing in a new system will 
boost efficiency and help advance 
welfare reforms, by streamlining 
the delivery of around $100 billion 
in payments to 7.3 million people 
each year. 

The new system will provide 
a flexible, modern social security 
system that will improve real-time 
data-sharing between agencies, 
meaning customers – with their 
consent – won’t have to provide 
their information twice. 

With Social Services Minister Scott Morrison and 
Macarthur Federal MP Russell Matheson at the 

announcement of the Welfare Payments Infrastructure 
Transformation (WPIT) at the Department of Human 

Services Campbelltown Service Centre
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My revamped website www.marisepayne.com 
allows for increased interaction with community 
members in Western Sydney and throughout    

New South Wales, Party members and a range of other 
stakeholders. 

NEW WEBSITE MAKES 
INTERACTION EASIER

The new site allows users to access my Facebook page, 
follow me on Twitter, contact me for assistance with federal 
issues and subscribe to my newsletter. 

I encourage you to visit my site, check out my latest news 
and stay in touch!

Visiting Parramatta Men’s Shed to announce $10,000 
in funding for new tools and equipment under the 

Community Development Grants Programme

With Fairfield City Mayor, Cr Frank Carbone 
turning the first sod on Fairfield’s $9.96 million Youth 

and Community Centre

▲

▲

▲

▲ Inspecting the newly upgraded William Lawson Park netball 
courts in Prospect, following a $100,000 investment from the 

Australian Government under the Community 
Development Grants Programme

Helping to officially launch the Merv Wright House 
supported accommodation and affordable housing 

complex in Parramatta

Out & About in Western Sydney


